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TO THE SPONSOR

The following pages contain all that is needed for the preparation of a formal marriage case.

 It consist of the following:

Instructions of the Petitioner (form D-7 B new)

The Application (filled out by you) (form D-7 C Revised 5/1/95)

Questionnaire For the Petitioner (form D-7 D Revised 5/1/95) 

The Formal Petition form (D-7 E Revised 5/1/95)

Witness information for the Tribunal (form D-7 F Revised 5/1/95)

Mandate of the Petitioner (form D-7 G Revised 5/1/95)
After reading this page, please remove the pages To the Petitioner (form D-7 B pages 1,2,3) and instruct petitioner to read them thoroughly before you begin filling out the questionnaire with the Petitioner. 

Fill out the questionnaire (Form D-7 C pages 1,2,3,4,5) with the Petitioner by typing in the information if at all possible.  The Tribunal uses a scanner and handwriting is difficult, if not impossible, to scan. 

Fill out with the Petitioner all other pertinent documents (Form D-7 E; D-7 F; D-7 G), making sure that the petitioner signs everything, that everything is dated, and that you sign as the official witness to the Petitioner’s signature. 

Please give the Marriage History Questionnaire  (D-7 D pages 1,2,3,4,5) to the Petitioner to complete at home.  At the same time, provide to Petitioner with the list documents needed which becomes the responsibility of the Petitioner to procure. (If you see that the Petitioner will have difficulty either understanding what to do or cannot do it, you may want to pastorally assist by procuring these documents yourself or getting someone in the parish willing to do the research for you).

The Tribunal is unable to receive any of the above until ALL has been completed.  It is requested that when you send in the above, you address it the THE TRIBUNAL and not to an individual at the Tribunal.  This will assure proper dating of receipt of the information.

Thank you so much for your kind assistance in helping the Tribunal to expedite cases for the Petitioners.  Although you may think that your involvement is minimal, it is truly one of the most important steps in the process. 

Please read this carefully before beginning to prepare your application to petition the Tribunal to review your case. 

The Tribunal:

The Tribunal is the Church’s official court.  It is established by the bishop and operates according to the Code of Canon Law.  The judges on the court are trained in Canon Law and follow the procedures prescribed by the law.  The consequences of a ruling by the Church’s court apply only to Church matters.  It has no effect in civil law; it does not change any of the judgments made in the civil divorce courts; it does not deny the legitimacy of any children born of the marriage.  

Applying for a Declaration of Nullity:

When you present your case before the Tribunal, you are asking the judge to make a ruling as to the validity or invalidity of the marriage. It is specifically the marriage which you are calling into question, not the quilt or innocence of either you or your former spouse.  In other words, only the marriage is on trial, not he parties. 

THE PETITIONER: 

The one applying for a Declaration of Nullity is called the Petitioner.  When you apply for a Declaration of Nullity, you must understand from the beginning that your marriage is considered valid by the Tribunal.  Therefore, it will become your task to provide the Tribunal with enough information by way of testimony to prove that the marriage was invalid.  In order to do this, the Tribunal will help you.  You will be required to get a sponsor (priest, deacon, parish administrator, pastoral associate) to fill out the preliminary questionnaire.  All of the questions found there are most important to the Tribunal and must be answered fully. 

Next, you must be provided with an outline consisting of questions about yourself and your former spouse.  These questions only serve as a guide to keep everything in chronological order.  You should write the answers as though you were telling a story.  Do not, under any condition, answer just “yes” or “no” to a question.  Always make a compete statement.  (It is necessary to write in great detail, only what you know to pertinent to the question.  For example, when you are asked how many brothers and sisters you have, it is not necessary to state how far apart each is by birth, what their birthdays are, etc.) 

THE WITNESS:

You will also be provided at the time you apply with a page to write the names, addresses, and phone numbers of at least three witnesses who will support your contentions.  Their testimonies must be able to back up your testimony.  Therefore, before naming anyone, there are three requirements to look for in your witness: 1). That the witness knew you before your marriage and was able to observe you during your marriage; 2) that the witness is willing to give testimony in some detail; 3) that your witness know beforehand of the possibility of your former spouse being notified that his/her name has been submitted as a witness.

It is even more important that you do not tell your witness any way what to say.  All you need to do is follow the above requirements for witnesses.  The Tribunal will take care of the rest.

Please remember that without good witnesses, your case weakens considerably and you may not receive a favorable decision. 

THE RESPONDENT:

Your former spouse is known as the Respondent and has the right to do exactly what the name implies - respond your allegations that the marriage is invalid.  Since the decision cannot be made validly unless the Respondent is notified and given the opportunity to give testimony, it is imperative that you provided the Tribunal with a correct address and even phone number if that is possible. Only the Tribunal can determine if the address is truly unknown.

THE JUDGE:

Once a judge has been assigned to your case, it becomes his duty to gather as much testimony as he feels necessary to make a decision.  This testimony can even include document that will help determine a situation -such as police records, statement fro psychologist or psychiatrists whose counsel you sought, welfare workers, social workers, etc.  Often someone will be appointed to take the testimony for the judge. You will be notified when it is time to give testimony. It is most important to cooperate as fully as possible with the judge since it is his decision you are trying to sway by the truth and abundance of your testimony and that of others, together with the documents submitted. 

CONCLUSION:

Although all proceedings are tribunal actions, all who work in the Tribunal keep foremost in mind that you are a brother or sister in Christ and that you come with very painful experiences, seeking healing and the opportunity to participate fully in the life of the Church.  Every effort is made to treat each person with the dignity and compassion he/she deserves, and this includes the Respondent.

However, Church law requires that a certain procedure be followed.  Please do not ask the Judge in your case for special favors in expediting your case.  This is unfair to the hundreds of other cases that precede yours.  All who introduce cases into the Tribunal feel that their case is the most important and also feel that they have legitimate reason to move theirs in front of others.

Please remember that if you desire to use the Tribunal process to declare your formal marriage null, then you must comply with the law as established by the Church.

The fee required for a declaration of nullity is not for the “payment of an annulment.”  The Tribunal is staffed with a receptionist, a transcriber, a secretary, and two full-time instructors, all of whom, with the exception of one, are lay persons who must be paid for their services.  Two of these persons are single parents who receive no help from their ex-spouses.  Since the Tribunal processes between 300 and 350 cases a year, once can well imagine the amount of expense involved in processing a case form beginning to end.  Without trying to sound mercenary, the Tribunal must insist on payment of the fee.  If, for some reason or other, the fee cannot be paid in full, this should be discussed with the sponsor.  
One final important comment.  No one is assured of a declaration of nullity.  Only if there is enough proof available to give the judge moral certitude that the marriage was indeed invalid, can an affirmative decision be given. Otherwise, the judge is bound in conscience to decide in favor of a valid marriage.  For this reason, the Tribunal will never consider pushing forward their work in order accommodate your having already made arrangements with the priest for the marriage to take place on a certain day or even a certain time of the year.  The Tribunal will not be held responsible in any way. Only you and the person who set the date will be held responsible. 

 IF YOU UNDERSTAND ALL THE ABOVE, YOU ARE NOW READY TO BEGIN YOUR APPLICATION FOR A DECLARATION OF NULLITY.

1.  An annulment application must be filled out, preferably with a typewriter. All information on this application is important.  The accuracy of dates, the addresses asked for, the phone numbers - all are important and will help to move your case along at the speed allowed by the procedural law of the Church.  The priest/deacon/parish administrator/parish associate you approach to help you should be the one who fills out this questionnaire. Not only must it be signed by you but it must also be signed by you must also be signed by the person who assisted you.  That person becomes your sponsor in this case. 

2.  Before the above application can sent in, you must complete several things.  The MARRIAGE HISTORY OUTLINE is one of the most important things.  It is designed to assist you in “telling your story” regarding the marriage in question.  Please do not answer “yes” or “no” to any of the questions.  Use the questionnaire only as a guide.  But give full answers to each to each question asked.  The questions are arranged so that you can give chronological account of yourself and your former spouse, your courtship, wedding, honeymoon, and finally your married life and divorce.  This marriage history SHOULD BE TYPED ON 8½ BY 11 INCH PAPER. 

3. Your sponsor should provide you with the FORMAL PETITON.  On this petition you must include your correct address, your former spouse’s correct address, and your own reasons for believing that your marriage is invalid.  Please understand that a copy of this formal petition will be sent to your formal spouse.  Be sure the formal petition is witnessed by your sponsor.

4.  Your sponsor will also give you a sheet entitled DECLARATION AND MANDATE OF PETITIONER.  This document is a statement of your rights with regard to this judicial process.  Please read it carefully and sign and date this document in the presence of your sponsor.

5.  Finally, you will be required by your sponsor to procure certain documents which must be submitted, namely, 10 a recent copy of your baptismal certificate (plus notations on the back of it) and that of your former spouse if either or bother of you were baptized.  If you or your former spouse is non-Catholic, a statement form the Church where the baptism was administered suffices. 2) a copy of both your marriage license and application and, of the marriage tool place in the Catholic Church, a copy of the Church certificate. 3) A copy of the Final Decree of Divorce. 

Once all of the above has been complete, then everything should be mailed to the Tribunal Office.  It should not be mailed to a specific person - only to the Tribunal Office.  Once it has arrived, it will be checked out for accuracy and proper documents.  ID anything is missing, all will be returned to you.  The Tribunal does not have the time nor the personnel to look for the missing documents or missing information. You will be notified when the Tribunal has accepted your petition and you sponsor will be sent a copy of that letter. 



   
   


(Omission of any items below will cause a delay in the processing of the case)






(If any questions do not apply, write N/A in the blank space)

PETITIONER:

Full Legal Name: ___________________________________________________________________

(If Female, full Maiden Name): ________________________________________________________

Street Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________
        State: ___________________
    Zip: ___________

Telephone Number: 
Home: _______________________________

Work: __________________

Religion baptized in: ___________________________
   
Date of Baptism: ______________________

Church of Baptism: _________________________

Address: _____________________________

City: ___________________________________ 
       
State: ________________      Zip: ___________

RESPONDENT: (*REQUIRED FOR THE TRIBUNAL”S ACCEPTANCE OF THE CASE)

Full Legal Name: _____________________________________________________________________

(If Female, full Maiden Name): __________________________________________________________

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________
        State: ____________________
      Zip: ___________

Telephone Number: 
Home: ______________________________

Work: ___________________

Religion baptized in: ______________________________

Date of Baptism: __________________

Church of Baptism: _______________________________

Address: _________________________

City: ______________________________ 
       State: ____________________
         Zip: ____________

MARRIAGE: 

Date of Civil Ceremony: _______________________
Date of Church Ceremony: _________________

Name of Church (or place): _________________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________       City: _____________         State: __________      Zip: __________

Name of Officiate of above ceremony: ________________________________________________________

Age at time of wedding or convalidation: 
Self: ___________

Former Spouse: ______________

Length of Marriage (or from time of Convalidation): ___________
  Number of Children born: ___________

Number & Length of separations, prior to final date of cohabitation: _________________________________

Final date of Cohabitations: ______________________
Date of Divorce: ___________________________

Civil Court where Divorce was granted: _________________________________________

PETITIONER’S PARENTS:

________________________________________


___________________________________


Complete name of Father





Complete Maiden Name of Mother

Petitioner’s Date of Birth: ___________________

RESPONDENT’S PARENTS:

_________________________________________


___________________________________


Complete name of Father





Complete Maiden Name of Mother

Petitioner’s Date of Birth: _____________________

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Your status at the time of marring your former spouse:

Single: ______________
  Widowed: ______________

Divorced: _____________

If divorced, was a Dispensation or Declaration of Nullity granted by the Catholic Church? _______

Your Former Spouse’s status at the time of marring you:

Single: ________________
    Widowed: _______________
    Divorced: _______________

If divorced, was a Dispensation or Declaration of Nullity granted by the Catholic Church? _______

Your Present Status: 

Are you planning marriage with someone? __________  
If so, please state the status of your intended spouse:

Single: ________________
  Widowed: __________________
   Divorced: ________________

If divorced, was a Dispensation or Declaration of Nullity granted by the Catholic Church? _______

If you have already married, what was the status of your present spouse at the time he/she married you?

Single: _______________   
Widowed: _______________ 
Divorced: _________________

If divorced, was a Dispensation or Declaration of Nullity granted by the Catholic Church? _______

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED:

The following documents are REQUIRED to be submitted with this application. 

BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE FOR YOU AND YOUR FORMER SPOUSE: RECENT COPIES (less than six months) of baptismal certificates with all notations on the back of the document. If you and/or your former spouse are baptized non-Catholic, and certificates are not available, a notarized statement by a family member, or other knowledgeable person as to the fact of baptism, will suffice:

CHURCH MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE: If the marriage in question took place in a Catholic Church, a recent copy of the marriage certificate from the Church where you and your former spouse were married.

MARRIAGE LICENSE AND LICENSE APPLICATION: A copy of both the Marriage License and Marriage License Application (if such exist) to your former spouse. (These documents may be obtained from the Courthouse of the civil parish or county where you applied for it.)  The documents contain important information needed by the Tribunal.

FINAL DECREE OF DIVORCE:  This document may be obtained from the Courthouse of the civil parish or county in which the divorce was granted. 

MARRIAGE HISTORY OUTLINE

FORMAL PETITION

LIST OF WITNESSES

PRE-NUPITAL INVESTIGATION FILE FROM CHURCH OF MARRIAGE

TRIBUNAL FEE: 

I understand that the Tribunal of the Dioceses of Lafayette is only partially subsidized by the Diocese of Lafayette. In order to offset the cost of processing my case, I recognize that I am responsible for the payment of Tribunal Court Costs as set by the bishop and shown in the Tribunal Policy Manual.  Enclosed is the first payment of $100.00 which is the filing fee.  I understand that I will be billed for the balance as determined by the Tribunal.  

I also understand that the $100 is strictly a processing fee, which means that the Tribunal of the Diocese of Lafayette is under no contractual arrangement with me to grant a favorable decision on my behalf.  My ability or inability to pay the processing fee in no way affects the progress or outcome of my petition for a Declaration of Nullity.  I understand that I have no right in Roman Catholic Church Law to an affirmative decision.  I do have the right to a full, fair, and impartial investigation and hearing of my case.  I also understand that this filing fee is non-refundable and that the rest of the fee may or may not be refundable. 

And finally, I declare that the information requested of me in this application is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge.

Failure to submit the following information will result in the case being returned to the Petitioner. 

_______________________________________

*Date

_______________________________________

*Applicant’s Signature

I have reviewed the request of the above-named petitioner and have found all information as requested by the Tribunal to be in order.  All pertinent documents have been included and the application, formal petition, mandate of the petitioner, and list of witnesses have all been completed properly.

________________________________________

*Case Sponsor’s Signature

________________________________________

*Name of Church Parish

________________________________________

*Complete mailing address of Case Sponsor

________________________________________

*City, State, Zip Code

CONFIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT

 OF THE CASE SPONSOR

(The Tribunal would appreciate very much if you would give an assessment of the Petitioner (truthfulness, openness, etc.)  and if  you know anything about the case, give your own assessment of its merits, especially if you were involved in counseling.  However, anything you feel was told you in confidence, please do not include it in your assessment.  If neither party objects and gives consent, then you may include the confidential (but not confessional) matter.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________

*Case Sponsor’s Signature

________________________________________

*Name of Church Parish

________________________________________

*Complete mailing address of Case Sponsor

________________________________________

*City, State, Zip Code


I.  PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS

II. A.  Please give your full name, address, and religion.

B.  Please begin with the following history by writing these words: “I, (your name), believe in the sanctity of an oath and swear to the truth of the following statements.” 

III. FAMILY BACKGROUND

A.  Describe your family background regarding the following:

1. Parents: State briefly their educational background, the financial and social status, their relationship with each other.

2.  Brothers and sisters: State briefly your relationship with them.

3.
Yourself: State briefly your educational background, strengths and weaknesses before meeting your ex-spouse. 
4.
Family Life:  State briefly problems, if any, in the family (alcoholism, sexual abuse, physical and/or mental abuse, etc)

5.
What were your experiences with the opposite sex before you met your former spouse?

B.
Describe briefly, using the five questions above, your ex-spouse’s family background.

IV. RELATIONSHIP BEFORE MARRIAGE

A.
Courtship

1.
How did you meet?  How long after meeting did you begin to date each other exclusively?  How old were you?  Describe briefly your dating habits.  How did you show affection to each other?  Did pre-marital sex have a part in your relationship and how much?  Did this result in a pre-marital pregnancy?

2.
Were you and your ex-spouses able to communicate effectively while dating, that is, honestly and openly share feelings?  Were there any significant arguments and what were their causes?  Did you break up and how many times and over what?  How did you reconcile?  Did you consider your engagement period to be one of harmony or of discord?

3.
How did the subject of marriage come up?

4.
If there was a pre-martial pregnancy, how much did this influence you to marry?  Did either of you consider that there was any other options available – abortion, adoption, not marrying? How much influence was placed on both of you to marry as the only option and who did the influencing?  

5.
Was there a formal engagement?  Was this a happy time for both of you – if not, why not?

6.
What were both of your attitudes about marriage?

a.
 Describe the goals discussed – strengths and weaknesses as individuals and as a couple.

7.
Before the wedding what were your and your ex-spouse’s attitudes regarding the following: 

a.
Fidelity:  Did you believe in open marriage?  Did you see fidelity to each other during the engagement period?  Did you live together during courtship and/or engagement period?  Did you observe fidelity after marriage?

b.
Children:  Did you practice artificial birth control during courtship?  Were artificial birth control and/or abortion acceptable to you as a means of planning your family? Did either of you state that you did not want children at all or would limit the number of children?  How firm a conviction was this?

c.
Life-long Union:  Did you understand marriage to be a perpetual union, that is, a union for life?  Was divorce or a church declaration of nullity recognized as an option if the marriage did not work out? Did you include this option in your consent to marry?

d.
Conditions:  Were there any conditions and/or reservations attached to your consent to marry? Who made these conditions and what were they?  Would the marriage have taken place if the conditions were not fulfilled? 

8.
Describe briefly you and your ex-spouse’s personality traits right before marriage regarding the following.

a.   Maturity: What were both your maturity levels at the time of the wedding? Were both of you ready to leave father and mother and cling to each other or was either of you still very dependent on your family?

b.   Regard for others:  Were either of you selfish or self-centered?  Did you seek personal luxuries before basic necessities?

c.   Behavior: Were either of you abusing drugs, alcohol, or gambling?  How serious was it? Did the abuse change your or your ex-spouse’s behavior?  Was either of you ever in trouble with the law and was the outcome?

d.   Temperament:  Was jealousy a factor in the relationship?  How serious was it?  Was habitual lying involved on the part of either of you?   Did either of you lack temper control and was there any physical or mental or emotional abuse in this regard?  Did either of you suffer any mental or emotional disorder?  If so, was either of you under a doctor’s care and/or was there any prescribed medication involved?

V.  WEDDING

    A.  Did anyone advise you not to marry your ex-spouse? Who and why?

    B.  What form of marriage preparation did you receive? 

    C.  Wedding Events:

     
1.  Who planned the wedding?

2.
Rehearsal:  Did anything unusual happen?  Explain briefly. 

3.
Rehearsal Supper:  Did anything unusual happen?  Was there a bachelor and bachelorette party after?  Were there any objections to this? Was there any excessive drinking or drug abuse?

4.
Wedding:  Describe briefly any unusual happenings during the ceremony. 

5.
Reception:  What happen out of the ordinary at the reception? 

6.
Honeymoon:  Who planned it?  Where did you go and for how long?  When was the marriage consummated?  Did the honeymoon meet your expectations?  What problems, if any, occurred? 

7.
If you married outside the Church (by a judge or Protestant Minister) and later had your marriage “blessed” in the Church, please answer the following questions. (If not, skip #7).

a.
What made you decide to have your wedding “blessed”?

b.
How did our ex-spouse feel about it?

c.
How did you feel about it?

d.
Did you feel that your civil marriage was the valid one and that you just had to have this marriage blessed to receive the sacraments or did you see your civil marriage as invalid in the eyes of the Church?

e.
Did anyone pressure you into getting the marriage “blessed”?

f.
Were you sincere when you said “I do” at the “blessing” of the marriage or did you feel like you were just going through a useless ceremony? 

g.
Was your ex-spouse sincere when he/she said “I do” at the “blessing” of the marriage or did he/she feel like he/she was just going through the ceremony? 

h.
Did you ever celebrate the day you had your marriage “blessed” as the true wedding day?  If not, why not?

VI.  MARRIAGE

      A.  Describe briefly married life together regarding the following:

           1. What was the attitude of each of you towards work and responsibilities earning a living, housework, cooking, caring for children, etc.? 

           2.  If children were born of this marriage, what was your and your spouse’s interaction with them?

           3.  How did you and your ex-spouse fulfill religious obligations?

           4.  How was your sexual relationship – were your and your ex-spouse’s physical and emotional needs satisfied?

           5.  How was your affection, caring, love, sharing, concern for reach other expressed in our married life?  Describe any communication problems.

           6.  How long were you married before problems began to surface?

           7.  Name the major events of problems in your marriage which led to breakdown in the relationship.

8.
Did you ever seek professional or pastoral counseling for the problems?  If not, why not?  If so, name the counselor and how long did you see him/her?

VII.   SEPARATION AND MARRIAGE

        A.  How long were you married when the first separation occurred?  What caused this and how long did it last?  If there were other separations, how many and what were the causes, and the duration of each?


1.  What primary factor caused the final separation?


2.  Who wanted the divorce?  Who obtained it?


3.  What was the atmosphere surrounding the divorce proceedings?


4.  Who was granted custody of the children at the time of the divorce: Who has custody now?     How is child support being provided?

5.
Since the divorce has either of you re-married?  If so, how many times for you? For your ex-spouse?

VIII.   At the end of your typed marriage history, please type the following: “I, (give your full name), do swear before God that all I have typed is the truth to the best of my knowledge.”  Sign the history and have your sponsor witness it.

I, the undersigned, residing at: 






__________________________________________________






__________________________________________________

in accordance with the provisions of canon 1674 of Roman Catholic Church Law, hereby petition the Judicial Vicar of the Diocese of Lafayette in Louisiana, to declare invalid under the provisions of said Church law, my marriage to:






__________________________________________________

whose complete address is:

__________________________________________________






__________________________________________________

I content that this marriage is invalid for the following reasons: (Please state YOUR OWN REASONS in the space provided below.  The Tribunal must send a copy of this Petition to your former spouse.)


___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
Also submitted at this time is the completed application by the Tribunal, a typed history of the marriage as I experienced it, and the required documents of baptisms, marriage license and final decree of divorce.  At the request of the Tribunal, I am willing to provide the Tribunal with names and addresses of witnesses whose written affidavits will support my claim and any other documents that the Tribunal deems necessary to complete its investigation. 

I recognize the fact that this petition does not assure me of an affirmative decision.  I understand that the burden of proof for a decision rest on me and that an affirmative decision will be granted only if there is sufficient proof for the judge to reach moral certitude.  I also recognize that the judge, guided by Church Law and the Testimony Review Policy of the Diocese of Lafayette Tribunal, may allow my former spouse a reasonable and fair review of the facts of the case.  I also understand that the Church considers a marriage to be valid until proven otherwise and that the Tribunal does not take sides in this case, but that it encourages my former spouse to participate as actively as possible so that the whole truth as understood by both parties can be presented.

_________________________________

Date

_________________________________


___________________________________

Signature of Petitioner




Case Sponsor or Notary Public


The following are witnesses with whom I have spoken and are willing to submit testimony to the Tribunal on my behalf.  I understand that a questionnaire will be mailed to each of the following witnesses regarding my marriage to my former spouse.  I have asked my witnesses to be as thorough as possible when submitting testimony to the Tribunal since their failure to do so would not corroborate the testimony provided by me and thus jeopardize my case. 

I have also informed my witnesses that my former spouse has the right to know that they have testified and that the content of the testimony may be provided to him/her (only at the discretion of the judge). 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

1. (Circle one: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Rev. Dr.)


2. (Circle one: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Rev. Dr.)

________________________________________

_________________________________________

Complete Name





Complete Name

________________________________________

_________________________________________

Mailing Address





Mailing Address

________________________________________

_________________________________________

City, State, Zip


Phone:


City, State, Zip


Phone:

3. (Circle one: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Rev. Dr.)


4. (Circle one: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Rev. Dr.)

________________________________________

_________________________________________

Complete Name





Complete Name

________________________________________

_________________________________________

Mailing Address





Mailing Address

________________________________________

_________________________________________

City, State, Zip


Phone:


City, State, Zip


Phone:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

SUMMARY OF OTHER EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT MY CONTENTIONS:

(letters, documentations, psychological evaluations, police reports, etc) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

*Case Sponsor’s Signature

________________________________________

*Name of Church Parish

________________________________________

*Complete mailing address of Case Sponsor

________________________________________

*City, State, Zip Code

DECLARATIONS AND MANDATE OF PETITIONER

I, the undersigned, declare that I am the Petitioner in the above-captioned marriage case.

I recognize the fact that a petition for Declaration of Nullity does not assure me of an affirmative decision.  I understand that the decision is based upon the testimonies and evidence provided my me, my witnesses, and possibly of my former spouse and any witness that he/she wishes to submit.  This information, together with any other testimony or evaluations the Tribunal may deem necessary (such as psychological reports, incriminating evidence found in letters, prison records, court records, etc.) will be used in determining the validity of my petition.  I also understand that an affirmative decision will be granted only if there is sufficient proof for the judge  to reach moral certitude. 

I also declare that a reasonable and fair review of the facts of my case may include a review by my former spouse of testimony and documents which have been submitted by me and my witnesses in accordance with canon 1598.1.  It is my understanding that a review of these materials would be at the discretion of the presiding judges and within the confines of Church Law and the Testimony Review Policy of the Tribunal of the Diocese of Lafayette

At this time, I do not feel that it is necessary to appoint an Advocate to act on my behalf.  However, should the judge decide that the appointment of an Advocate is advisable, I understand that the Tribunal will notify me of such and send me an approved list from which to select an Advocate to serve on my behalf.

Given at: 
____________________________________________



City, State

Date:

____________________________________________

Signed: 
____________________________________________

Sponsor:  
____________________________________________  

QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE USED BY


 PETITIONER AND RESPONDENT


Please type





TO THE PETITIONER 


PREPARING YOUR CASE FOR THE TRIBUNAL








APPLICATION FOR DECLARATION OF NULLITY 


DIOCESE OF LAFAYETTE


The Tribunal


1408 Carmel Avenue 


Lafayette, Louisiana 70501-5298


(337) 262-5623





FORMAL PETITON





Tribunal Use only:





Protocol Number: ________________________________		Date Received: ____________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________





WITNESS TO SUPPORT MY CONTENTIONS





Tribunal Use only:





protocol Number: _______________________	Type of Case: ___________________		Date Received: ________________





Name of Church: ________________	Case Sponsor: ___________________	Competence: __________________





Address of Church: ______________________	City: ___________________	State: ___________	Zip: ____________














Protocol Number ______________________









